EMMA CAMPBELL PHOTOGRAPHY
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WELCOME

Have you ever been at a show and you'd love to
capture photographs of friends and family, with your
camera or phone?

Even more so when the official photographer is not in
your ring! Though you're unsure how to go about it?

Or you are a keen amateur and would love to know
how to perfect your images and make them stand out
better?

Follow my 5 top tips here for photographing friends
and family at horse events and you may be surprised
at what you capture!




Light is everything to a make or break a good image and it's the first
thing you need to be aware of when taking your photographs.

Robinson Udale
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Have a look and see what’s the weather
doing?

If you have a cloudy day - do you know, that
actually provides the best images! The
reason is, you're not fighting with lots of
contrasting strong light and dark shades.
The brighter the sun, the stronger these two
extremes become and it can make for some
unflattering photographs.

There is an exception for bright sunlight,
horses coats can really shine - so you could
also move, so the sun is on your left or
right-hand side. So light is not too harsh on
the competitor, but still brings out the
colours and pigments of the horse. Experi-
ment around the ring side and see what

your camera or mobile can achieve.
On a cloudy day, you'll be able to move
around anywhere outside the ring and
choose a good spot, without the worry of
sun glare.

However, if you're greeted with a very
bright day, you will need to be aware of the
position of the sun. If the sun is on your
subject's back, then there won't be any
harsh shade or light on their face. Their hat
won't bring a black shade onto their face
too. Focus on the competitor and if using a
mobile tap onto the screen where the com-
petitor or horse is, rather than the back-
ground, so the light can be adjusted on the
main subject.
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If the light and marshals/volunteers allow, move around the arena/ring
to a position where you will be able to capture as
much of the competitor completing.

Have a |look at different areas of the ring and see if you photograph at X will that
frame your subject nicely? eg there are no ugly background furniture/banners/ that
will ruin the photograph etc.

Can you get a good view of the long diagonal, with either the horse coming towards
you or parallel? Both offer opportunities to capture the horses movement in full
flow.




Have a look at what height you take your photographs
at. Have you ever thought of changing this?

Experiment with getting low at the side of a show
ground and take photographs below the ring line. They
give you the most amazing perspective of the competi-
tor, rather than the standard height shots.

Look at where your rider is and again what's around
them, do they need to be in the middle of the photo-
graph, or would they look amazing at the side? Experi-
ment with the height you take the photograph and
where you place your main subject in the frame.

If photographing a friend in a show jumping class or on
the cross country course, look out for jumps that can
give you opportunities to photograph leading up to the
jump, while jumping and as they lead off to the next.
This will give you different angles and some of these
can make incredible action photographs.
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A bit of a boring top tip, but so relevant. Get to know what your camera/iphone etc can do. If you are a keen photographer but frustrated with the photographs you're taking set to auto, liberate your creativity by find-
ing out what options are available to you, if you shoot in manual.

Now this can feel daunting at first, but if you challenge yourself to learn one aspect at a time, such as finding out what aperture is, you'll soon build your knowledge and get so much more out of what you're using



5. SPEED

If you've found a little more about the capability
of your camera/iphone, take a look at the
settings and see how you can set it for speed.

| tend to capture the detail | usually set my
speed settings to 1/1000s or above. That way |
can keep everything sharp when the horse is
moving.

Here is where the creativity can come into it.
You can lower this setting to around 1/125 and
do a bit of panning, moving the camera with the
direction of where the horse is going, while
taking several shots. Lowing the shutter speed
could make for a creative blur of the moving
horse.

| hope these top tips will help you get more suc-
cessful images when out and about supporting
friends and family at the shows.




